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FUTURE MEETING DATES
BOD MEETING 11:30 May 20, 2015

LANDMARK CAFÉ
Dinner Meeting May 21, 2015
Pueblo Del Sol Country Club
2770 South St Andrews Drive
Social Hour —- 1800 Dinner— 1830

MENU: Wedge Salad- A wedge of Iceberg Lettuce accompanied with Dice tomatoes, Red Onion, Bacon, Bleu Cheese, and Croutons. Topped
with a Bleu Cheese Dressing (Preset on Tables)
Maple Glazed Baked Salon
Garlic Mashed Potatoes with Gravy
Chef’s Vegetable
Chocolate Torte

BOD MEETING at the call of the President

LANDMARK CAFÉ
Dinner Meeting September 17, 2015
Pueblo Del Sol Country Club
2770 South St Andrews Drive
Social Hour —- 1800 Dinner— 1830

There will be no dinner meetings
during the months of June, July,
and August. Our next dinner
meeting will be September 17,
2015

PROGRAM: Dr French, CEO of the new Canyon Vista Medical Center.
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CORONADO CHAPTER NEWSLETTER
WWW.MOAACORONADO.ORG
This is the official electronic monthly newsletter of the Coronado Chapter, MOAA, and may be duplicated in part or it its entirety
provided written credit is given to the Heliogram. The opinions expressed herein are those of the contributors and not necessarily
those of MOAAA

PRESIDENT’S NOTES by
Vice President Bob Covalucci,
USA Ret.
Well, if you did not attend our
April Dinner you not only missed a
great night but also missed a terrific
presentation by Mayor Rick on what is happening in
Sierra Vista. Mayor Rick pointed out that the new
hospital will be a very special resource to the community and will provide a Level III Trauma Center in Cochise County.
Let’s discuss the Heliogram. I am told this issue has
been discussed in the past, but I felt an obligation to
address limiting our delivery of the Heliogram to you
by EMail, only. Last year we spent almost $1,700 in
the publication of 9 editions of the Heliogram. This
money can be used to sponsor additional scholarships
or trips for WWII veterans to Washington or to make
donations to other worthy charitable organizations or
programs in our community. I understand that some
members do not have Email or do not know how to
open an attachment. If that number is small we certainly can mail the Heliogram, using First Class postage, to a limited number of members and that will cost
almost $12.00 a year per person. As you can see, that
consumes nearly the entire annual dues paid by a
member. Most of us receive an Email copy from Gene
Fenstermacher and any member can be added to that
distribution at NO COST to the Chapter.
So now I need to hear from YOU! If you will accept
an Emailed copy of the Heliogram your SILENCE is
GOLDEN. If you require that the Heliogram continue
to be mailed to you, please send a note to the Chapter
at :
Coronado Chapter, MOAA
PO Box 1685
Sierra Vista, AZ 85635-1685
In advance, thank you for your participation.

VETERANS LEGISLATIVE
AFFAIRS by Gene Fenstermacher, Col, USAF (Ret)
On 23 April, the House Armed
Services Personnel Subcommittee
(HASC-P) released their mark-up
of H.R. 1735, the FY 2016 National Defense Authorization Act
(NDAA). Thankfully, none of DoD’s proposals to
cut pay and benefits were included.
The subcommittee rejected DoD's request to reduce
the commissary subsidy that would have led to reduced hours and operating days. Before making
changes to the commissary system, subcommittee
members are waiting for a congressionally mandated
study on the effects of price markups in commissaries, which is due in September.
Although the subcommittee rejected the DoD’s
budget driven proposals, it did include some controversial aspects of the Military Compensation and
Retirement Modernization Commission’s
(MCRMC) proposals to overhaul military retirement.
It seeks to overhaul the military retirement system
by October 2017. However, current servicemembers
will be able to opt-in to the new system, and existing retirees will not be affected.
The MCRMC retirement overhaul combines the existing defined benefit with a transportable defined
contribution plan that calls for Servicemembers to
contribute to a portable Thrift Savings Plan (TSP)
account, with a government-matching and government-contribution program.
(cont on page 4)
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LEGISLATIVE AFFAIRS cont
Of the MCRMC’s 15 proposed recommendations, the
subcommittee addressed 11 of them. What was not
included in the subcommittee mark were several
sweeping recommendations made by the MCRMC,
including phasing-out the TRICARE health system in
favor of subsidized commercial insurance plans, an
additional expensive option for survivors benefits,
and the merging of commissary and exchange services.
The subcommittee’s embrace of the new retirement
proposal came as a surprise to some observers. The
administration has yet to release its perspective on the
MCRMC report, but is expected to respond by early
May.
However, there is some silver lining to all this
news. The HASC-P rejected the recommendation to
stop contributions after 20 years of service. Even so,
there are concerns that this proposal will not retain
the skilled, mid-grade NCOs and officers our country
needs in the long-run,
Senate Armed Services Committee Chairman John
McCain looks poised to accept the House’s version of
retirement reform. “We've been working closely"
with the House, McCain said. "We're basing our plan
on the recommendations of the commission and we
feel comfortable with that."

However, this is just the beginning of the FY 2016
defense bill legislative process, and we will continue
to track the process as it moves to the Senate.
Copy and paste the link below into your browser to
see some more detail on the MCRMC: http://
www.moaa.org/mcrmc/

CHAPTER MEMBERSHIP
Regular Members
Associate Members
Auxiliary
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9
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Transition Liaison
(Formerly TOPS): by
CW3 Harry Bowen USA
(Ret)
Training:
During this period, was able
to participate in an overview
training session on Transition
Liaison from the National Level view. It was
quite informative. Made the slides available to
each of the Transition Liaison Coordinators
from the perspective of providing training later
in the year.
Job Postings:
This past month, there were 71 new opportunities posted. Of these 71 positions, 40 positions
were within Cochise County (Benson, Bisbee,
County, Douglas, and Sierra Vista), 5 positions at Fort Huachuca, 16 positions posted
with the Sierra Vista Regional Hospital, 5
Judicial, and 5 positions within the Phoenix/
Chandler/Tempe/Glendale/Scottsdale/
Yavapa County Areas. Many of these positions are for high level management and engineering there were no new jobs overseas.
Job Fairs:
There were 5 job fairs posted this past period; 1
for the Phoenix area, 2 in Sierra Vista, 1 for
Tempe, and 1 for Douglas.
Employer Support to the Guard and Reserves (ESGR)
Presented one Patriotic Employer Award for the
Benson Hospital on Friday 20 March. Additionally participated in an ESGR Employer
Management Planning Session similar to
MOAA’s Storm the Hill concept. This ties to
the budget process whereby ESGR gains funding authorization from Congress for the next
year.
In addition, provided information at two job
fairs on ESGR and the rights and responsibilities of the service member and employer under
the United Services Employment and
Reemployment Rights Act (USERRA) to include notification timetables.
Cont on Page 5
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HONOR FLIGHT LETTER OF APPRECIATION

Hello and Thank You!
We wanted to extend another heartfelt thanks to you for your donation and tell you about
the veterans you sponsored. Because of support like yours we are taking 72 of our local
World War II veterans on their long awaited Honor Flight. Our April 2015 Honor Flight is
scheduled for April 18th-20th. We would like to invite you to attend our send off and return activities and cheer for our vets as they leave and return. Both events will be held at
the US Airways ticket counter on the departure level at Tucson International Airport.
Send Off – Saturday, April 18th from 6:00 AM – 7:30 AM
Return – Monday, April 20th from 4:00 PM to completion
If you’ve never been to one of these events, you won’t want to miss it! It will be a couple
of hours well spent and the personal reward is priceless – both for you and the vets! All
you need to do is show up and cheer. Parking will be in the hourly lot at the airport as well
as the economy lot on East Corona (free shuttle available). Please note that due to the
large volume of participants we cannot guarantee ticket validation for these events.
Your donation of $2175.00 is being used to send two veterans on this flight. Short biographies and pictures of “your” vets are attached. If you come to send off or return we will
make every effort to introduce you so you can chat, take pictures, etc.
Thanks again for your support of Honor Flight Southern Arizona and our precious World
War II vets!
Sincerely,
s/Kathy and Thom Mansur
Kathy and Thom Mansur
Honor Flight Southern Arizona
Veteran Coordinators
520-579-3262
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Transition Liaison (Formerly TOPS)
Con’t from Page 4
Earlier this month CW4 R Tom Wisniewski and I
met with the Fort Huachuca Soldier for Life (SFL)
Transition Assistance Program (TAP) office for
the purpose of supporting them at their transition
processing sessions as well as instruction for their
National Guard Annual Training. This effort, in
conjunction with Transition Liaison, will result in
our providing information on ESGR at one annual
National Guard training session and six transition
processing sessions for the remainder of 2015.
Cochise Serving Veterans
The Cochise Serving Veterans (CSV) Community
Partner Planning Group continued to meet to plan
support for the upcoming CSV StandDown and
Resource Fair which is scheduled to be held on 21
August 2015 at the former Apache Middle School.
The StandDown and Resource Fair Committee
has all committee chairs filled and are in the process of orchestrating providers, volunteers, and
employers in preparation for the event. I will
again be the Provider Coordinator for this event.
We now have 21 Providers registered to support
the event.
Chili Cook-off by Earl Devine, LTC USA Ret
Deputy Director for Community Liaison
The Arizona Men's & Woman's State Open
Chili cook-off will be held behind Paul's Pub,
1805 Paseo San Luis on 16 May 2015. Tasting
cup sales begin at 12:30 for the Women's and
1:30 for the Men's. Tasting begins 30 minutes
later. Boots for our Troops will benefit from the
Women's cook off and The Southern Arizona
Veterans Memorial Cemetery will receive funding from the Men's cook off. We need judges for
the Men’s Open cook-off who must arrive not
later than 1:00 PM (1300hr.) If you are interested in judging please contact Earl Devine, 4585224 or edevine1@outlook.com.
On 17 May 2015, the 15th Annual Paul's Pub
Chili cook off will be held with tasting cup sales
beginning at 11:30. Boots for our Troops will be
the sole beneficiary from this cook-off.

PERSONAL AFFAIRS by
Terrie Gent, Col., USAF
(Ret)

HONOR FLIGHT
AWARDEES
Our MOAA chapter received a
gracious thank you note from Southern Arizona Honor
Flights thanking us for donating $2175. This money was
used to send two Cochise County WW II veterans to visit
the WW II Memorial in on the mall in our nation's capitol. They traveled on April 1820. The two veterans were: Lewis E.
Leininger and Gay D. Pilcher.
Lewis Leininger served in the U.S.
Navy from 1940 until 1946. Most of
the time was a member of the crew of
the USS North Carolina (BB55). His ship was part of the Pacific
Fleet's "island hopping" campaign
against the Japanese. The USS North
Carolina assisted in amphibious landings at Guadalcanal and Tulagi and provided carrier escort
duty for the USS Wasp, the USS Saratoga, and the USS
Enterprise. Lewis was on the deck when the Japanese torpedoed both the USS Wasp and the USS North Carolina,
killing five of his fellow sailors and ripping a huge hole in
the ship. He subsequently served aboard the USS Crescent
City and USS General E.T. Collins. After the war, Lewis
worked as a personnel director for a food producer. He
later managed a plant that made french fries and was the
President of Harvester Manufacturing when he retired. He lives in Sierra Vista and has a large family.

Gay Pilcher was in the U. S. Army
from 1946-1949. He was assigned to
the 88th Infantry Div. (351st Reg.)
and stationed in Northern Italy on
occupation duty after VE Day, guarding the border with Jugoslavia. The
351st later served as the main component of a garrison command in the
Free Territory of Trieste, securing the
disputed border. The command served as the front line in
the Cold War from 1947 to 1954. It's duty included confrontations with the Jugoslavian Forces. After leaving military service, Gay worked for B.F. Goodrich in Thornton,
GA. He later moved to Yuma to work for a cotton company and came to Bisbee for a 31 year-long banking career. He also has a large family.
Thanks to each of you who made it possible for these two
exemplary patriots to visit the WW II Memorial.
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A GREAT NEW HOSPITAL by
Terrie Gent, Col, USAF Ret
By the time you read this, the new
Canyon Vista Medical Center will
be open. If you haven't been inside, please stop in to take a look
at this beautiful, state of the art
facility. It's part of a complex of buildings where a
wide variety of medical services will be available.
You'll find the hospital at 5750 E. Highway 90, in Sierra Vista.
My first impression when entering the new building
was that it didn't look like a hospital. It has the welcoming feel of a very nice hotel. Part of that comes
from the fact that there are over 350 pieces of locally
created art throughout the building, including in the
patient rooms. The hospital will have 100 beds. All
rooms are "private", with only one patient per room.
Each has furniture that will allow a family member to
spend the night if they choose to do so. The 14 labor
and delivery rooms look like very large and comfortable hospital rooms where moms can give birth in spacious and welcoming surroundings. Skillfully hidden
medical equipment and supplies in each of the labor
and delivery rooms will allow care givers to provide
excellent care for new moms and babies all in the
same room.
The hospital will have some additional new capabilities as well. Canyon View will have a cardiac receiving center with 24 x 7 cardiac intervention services.
They also expect to get a Level 3 trauma designation
soon. The Emergency Department will have 12 beds,
each in private room. The ER department is configured to allow better care for multi-patient traumas, like
a bad car or bus accident. There will be two helicopter
landing pads, not just one as we had in the old hospital. This will allow a second helicopter to land if one
is already on the helipad. New procedures will allow
folks to get triaged faster with registration taking place
in a hospital room, not in a lobby area. The operating
room design also makes procedures easier for the staff
because the operating rooms will be twice the size of
those in the old hospital and have great new equipment. This will allow an expansion of services that
require more space, like complex joint replacements
that require lots of staff. The top floor will have behavioral health services, including psychiatric care,
that are so greatly needed today.

A GREAT NEW HOSPITAL (cont)
The overall design of the hospital allows for more
state of the art care. Each floor has a central desk
where folks will be able to help you find your way
around no matter when you are in the building. One
of the areas where patients will notice a very big
change is with electronic charting. There will be a
computer in each room and in a small kiosk outside
each room where the staff can keep information up
to date. The floor design is also better. Hallways
are placed so that staff will be able to move around
behind the scenes so they don't have to move so
many patients or equipment through corridors. I
understand there is even a sterile corridor to facilitate physician and provider movement between the
outpatient and inpatient operating rooms.
Given our druthers, none of us wants to go to an
emergency room or a hospital. But isn't it great to
know that in our corner of Arizona, we have a terrific new medical center.

SOME HELPFUL HINTS
For the golfers: To keep flies or mosquitoes
away, put a sheet of dryer paper in your
pocket. It will keep the bugs away. (Won’t
help your golf, but it works)
GET RID OF ANTS:
Put a small amount of cornmeal where you
see ants. They eat it, take it home, can’t digest it so it kills them. May take a few days.
Store open chunks of cheese in aluminum
foil. The cheese stays fresher a lot longer
and won’t mold.
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FROM THE CHAPTER HISTORIAN
By LTC Tom Fail, USA, (Ret)

WWII PBY’s for Britain
The following article was sent to me by a friend, Bob Glick (a Veteran) of Fort Worth, Texas:
“This photo was taken on Lake Worth at the north end of Ft. Worth. It features some of the 200 Consolidated PBY maritime aircraft being ferried to England during early WW-II.
A large Army Air Corp. (later U.S. Air Force) base was constructed adjacent to this lake. The base became Carswell Air
Force Base, a former SAC B-36, B-47 and B-52 base.
Carswell has now become JRB (joint reserve base) Ft. Worth. The Army, Navy, Air Force and Marines all maintain
flight components at the facility.
November 1940 lay over point of seaplanes from San Diego to Britain at Lake Worth, Fort Worth, Texas

In November 1940, Consolidated Aircraft contacted Amon Carter, a civic leader in Fort Worth, explaining they had
been ordered to transfer 200 PBY seaplanes from San Diego to Britain and that they were in immediate need of a layover point mid-country.
In just eight days, Amon Carter, with the help of the Fort Worth Chamber of Commerce, arranged for all the necessary
requirements of fuel, food, lodging for the flight crews, and moorings for the planes. To keep the mission secret, the
public was told the planes were here to weather out a hurricane in the Gulf of Mexico. The rapid response from Carter
and the Chamber of Commerce played a large role in convincing Consolidated Aircraft to build their manufacturing facility in Fort Worth, Texas."
- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - Added comment - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - During the 1920s and 1930s, Carter personified the image of the Texas cowboy in the national mind: an uninhibited story-teller, gambler, and drinker, generous with his money and quick to draw his six-shooters. Major magazines such as
Time and the Saturday Evening Post ran profiles of Carter. The well-publicized hospitality of his Shady Oak Farm near
Lake Worth was open to any major celebrity or businessman passing through Fort Worth. Carter used his national stage
to drum up business and government spending for his home region. From the Texas state legislature, he got a four-year
college (now Texas Tech University) for Lubbock, where he was first chairman of the Board of Directors. Several oil
companies moved or kept their headquarters in Fort Worth after personal interventions by Carter.
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Thank You Letters from Scholarship
Students
Dear MOAA, Thank you very much for choosing
me as a recipient of your scholarship. I really appreciate the opportunity you are presenting me
with and am extremely grateful. I would also like
to extend my gratitude for the awards dinner—it
was a wonderful evening. Once again, thank you.
Anika Faglie

Dear Scholarship Committee, Thank you very
much for awarding me the MOAA Coronado
Chapter Scholarship. I appreciate everything your
organization does to help students to reach their
potential and pursue a higher education.
This scholarship will help me greatly as I am preparing to go to college and do not have the financial
means to completely cover all the costs. Receiving
awards for my success as a student drives me to do
my best in school and in life. Thanks to your organization I will be better able to pay for my
schooling and get on a career path that I am passionate about.
Again I would like to thank you for everything you
have done and am honored to be a recipient of the
MOAA Coronado Chapter Scholarship.
Sincerely, Ashton Taylor

The Arizona State Parks agency is offering
passes to veterans for day use into state parks.
The passes are good for two years from the
date of issue, with some restrictions. For information on all 28 state parks, trails and offroad vehicle programs and the State Historic
Preservation Office, call 602-542-4174 or visit
AZStateParks.com or call 520-586-2283.

A LITTLE HUMOR
A wife sends her husband to the store to buy
a carton of milk and if they have avocados,
get 6. A short time later the husband returns
with 6 cartons of milk. The wife asks: “Why
did you buy 6 cartons of milk?” He replied
“They had avocados”
Courtesy of Premier Advertising

Dear Coronado Chapter,
I would like to express my most sincere appreciation to the MOAA members for awarding me this
generous scholarship. I appreciate your recognition of my efforts, and I will continue to strive for
excellence in the future. Thank you for the wonderful dinner at the Pueblo del Sol Country Club.
My parents and I enjoyed the delicious food and
meeting Chaplain Day and his wife Susan. I am
blessed to live in a community where caring citizens
contribute to the higher education of today’s youth.
May God bless you for all you do.
Sincerely, Brandon O’Rahilly
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2015 DONORS (SCHOLARSHIP & OPNS
SUSTAINING LEVEL DONORS ($300 & up)
John Black
Thomas Day
Havey Haynes
William Hicks
Dick Orzechowski
GOLD LEVEL DONORS ($200—$299
Kenneth Allison
Doris Caldwell
Earl Devine
Gene Fenstermacher
Ken Symmes

Your ink and toner experts
We are your local HP Experts!
Military Discounts Available
2270 E. Fry Blvd.
(520)459-7809 M-F: 9 to 6

SILVER LEVEL DONORS ($100 —$199
Bob Abney
Ron Beer
Gary Bell
John Bird
Bob Bobar
Mert Chun
Niles Courtney
Ed Ehrenberger
Joe Flynn
Nancy Fyffe
Jane Gonseth
Dave Grieshop
Jack Holbrook
Casey Jones
Bruce Judson
Fred March
Cecil Nist
Norm Patten
Ron Pflipsen
Jack Powers
Greg Rose
Allen Rossow
Laris Russell
Steven Scheumann
Bill Sherod
John Trombley
Robert C. White
Lorenza Wysong
CHAPTER DONORS (up to $100)
Michael Arinello
Bill Bates
David Breen
Joe Britton
Harry Brown
Robert Burton
Helen Cassidy
Bob Covalucci
Robert Dey
William Gilbert
Tomko Gillette
Debora Godwin
Ellen Grombacher
Evans Guidroz
Charles Hayes
Harold Hinkley
Vaughn Hormann
Tom Kennedy
George Kirmse
Ludwig Kuttner
Gene Manring
Gallie Moore
Rick Mueller
Don Newcomer
Phil O’Brien
Betty Olson
Mo Pryor
Sam Rumore
Bernie Stalmann
Robert Strain
David Waldmann
HarryWalther
Archie Woodin

A little boy was in church for the first tine.
He watched as the ushers passed aaround the
collection plate. When it got to his pew, he
told his father, “Don’t pay for me Dad, I’m
under 5”.
Courtesy of Premier Advertising

10

THURSDAY, MAY 21, 2015 DINNER RESERVATION FORM
Pueblo Del Sol Country Club, 2770 South St Andrews Drive, Sierra Vista
Social Hour 1800 — Dinner 1830
My Name___________________________

Guest Name(s)_______________________

Check Information
Amount for meal @ $25 each _____________
Amount for Operating Fund ______________
Amount for Scholarship Fund _____________
Check total ____________________________

RESERVATIONS MUST BE POSTMARKED by May 13, 2015
(result of post office mail handling changes)
Make check payable to Coronado Chapter, MOAA and mail to: Reservations, Coronado Chapter, MOAA , P.
O. Box 1685, Sierra Vista, AZ. 85636-1685 (Note on envelope “Dinner Reservation” )
Please change the following information for me: Address ___________________________________
Phone: ______________________ Email: _____________________________
Contact person for reservations is Ron Pflipsen, phone 417-0175, email: pflip1@mac.com

CORONADO CHAPTER
2015 CHAPTER RENEWAL MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION
Last Name ___________ First ____________ Initial _________ Spouse First Name ___________
Rank __________
National MOAA Number _______________
Street Address __________________ City ___________ State ______ Zip _________
Home Phone Number _______________ Work Phone Number ________________________
Please circle as appropriate: ARMY---AIR FORCE---NAVY---MARINE CORPS---COAST GUARD---NOAA---PUBLIC HEALTH SERVICE

Please circle all that apply: REGULAR--- RESERVE--- NATIONAL GUARD--- FORMER OFFICER---ACTIVE--- RETIRED--MALE___ FEMALE___ WIDOW____ WIDOWER ___
Member Date of Birth: MM ___ / DD ____ / YYYY ____ Spouse Date of Birth: MM ___ /DD ____ / YYYY ____
EMAIL ADDRESS

____________________________________________
I am currently a member in good standing with MOAA._____,
Renewal Membership is (Reg) $ 15.00; (Aux) is $ 10.00

Mail to:

Coronado Chapter, MOAA

PO Box 1685
Sierra Vista, AZ 85636-1685
Signature and Date ______________________________

For further Membership questions, Contact COL (Ret) Robert Covalucci , 456-3503, robertjcovalucci@gmail.com
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