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  johnandjoanblack@cox.net ..   …….378-0209 
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Mrs. Jan Cole,      Surviving Spouse Liaison 

                           thecolebin2@gmail.com………. .803-6612 
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                             larry.t.singer@gmail.com…………  508-6878 
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 FUTURE MEETING DATES    

BOD MEETING   11:30   Dec 14,  2016 

                 LANDMARK CAFÉ 
        Dinner Meeting    Dec. 15, 2016                 

 Pueblo Del Sol Country Club 

 2770 South St Andrews Drive 

        Social Hour  —-  1800   Dinner—  1830 

 

 

MENU:  Spinach Salad w/tomatoes, Rasp                  

 berries, Onion/ Feta Cheese 

 Dinner Rolls & butter 

 Fruit filled Pork Loin w/currant 

 Cranberry Rice Pilaf 

 Fresh Sauteed Vegetable 

 Spice Cake 

                                                                                  

 

PROGRAM:   Annual Community Chorus

 Concert   

BOD MEETING   11:30   Jan 18,  2017 

                 LANDMARK CAFÉ 
        Dinner Meeting    Jan 19, 2017                

 Pueblo Del Sol Country Club 

 2770 South St Andrews Drive 

        Social Hour  —-  1800   Dinner—  1830 

 

 

MENU: Salad w/grapes, aples, candied wal-

nuts 

 Fruit stuffed bone in chicken breast 

 Roasted Red Potatoes 

 Chef’s vegetables 

 Apple/ cherry cobbler 

 Rolls, butter, coffee, water                                                                                  

 

PROGRAM:     Installation of new chapter 

officers.   
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CORONADO CHAPTER NEWSLETTER 

 

PRESIDENT’S NOTES  by               

 President Bob Covalucci, COL, 

USA (Ret.)   

 

We received an extremely informa-

tive presentation on Veterans educa-

tional issues from Mr. Dan Stand-

age, Director of Disability in Educa-

tion for Student Veterans of America (SVA). Website 

studentveterans.org.  SVA is a national organization 

that provides support to active duty, retired and former 

service members to achieve success as non-traditional 

students seeking degrees at the college level. SVA has 

conducted evidence based research that demonstrates 

the great success rate of our veterans. 

At our meeting elections were conducted and the slate 

of officers was approved.  These members were re-

elected as indicated by (i) and Norm Patten was select-

ed as the Director of Publicity. CONGRTULATION 

TO ALL AND THANK YOU FOR SERVING OUR 

MEMBERS! 

1st V.P. (*) Open 

_______________________________  

Director, JROTC (i) Joe Britton 

_______________________________  

Director, Personal Affairs (i) Terrie Gent 

_______________________________  

Director, Publicity Norm Patten 

_______________________________  

Director, Transition Liaison Coord. (i) Harry Bowen 

Last month it was my honor to represent you at the 

annual MOAA Level of Excellence Dinner and Award 

presentations.  For the TENTH consecutive year Coro-

nado Chapter won this most prestigious 5 STAR 

award. This is a tribute to the outstanding contribu-

tions of our chapter to our community and our fellow 

veterans. Let’s do it again in 2016! 

 (cont on page 4) 

  

                  WWW.MOAACORONADO.ORG 

 This is the official electronic monthly newsletter of the Coronado Chapter,  MOAA, and may be duplicated in part or in its entirety 

provided written credit is given to the Heliogram.  The opinions expressed herein and advertisements that appear are those of the con-

tributors and do not necessarily reflect an endorsement by MOAA or this affiliate.   

VETERANS LEGISLATIVE 

AFFAIRS  by Gene Fenster-

macher, Col, USAF (Ret)  

 
 Has Congress decided 

to kick the can to next year on 

most major funding issues? 

 

The House passed its version of 

the NDAA in May, and the Senate did so in June. 

However, the President threatened to veto the Senate 

version because of proposed reforms of the Defense 

Department's acquisitions process. Secretary of De-

fense Ash Carter also advised the President to veto 

the House version of the NDAA because it proposes 

to use funds from overseas contingency operations 

to fund long-term military readiness. 

 

House and Senate Armed Services Committee lead-

ers have been working for months to resolve the dif-

ferences between their respective versions of the de-

fense bill. But what if members of the lame duck 

congress just want to pass a 4-month continuing res-

olution and get out of town? Will there be enough 

time for both the House and Senate to bring a final 

defense bill up for a vote? Could the defense bill (or 

maybe just selected parts of it) get wrapped into the 

continuing resolution? What would that mean for the 

military pay raise, TRICARE reform, TRICARE 

fees, force levels, and survivor benefits? 

 

A continuing resolution (CR) would carry the fund-

ing only through sometime in March. That would 

give the new Administration and Congress a strong-

er hand in funding negotiations. But it poses three 

problems. First, an extended CR means funding is 

limited to the FY16 levels and programs.  

 

 (cont on Page 4) 

http://news.afa.org/c/afa/anz32p2/ls6vz
http://news.afa.org/c/afa/anz32p2/lsc9j
http://news.afa.org/c/afa/anz32p2/ls6w0
http://news.afa.org/c/afa/anz32p2/ls6w0
http://news.afa.org/c/afa/anz32p2/lw4jp
http://news.afa.org/c/afa/anz32p2/lw4jp
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PRESIDENT’S NOTES (cont)   

 

Next dinner meeting features our Annual Commu-

nity Chorus Concert.  Come join us and get a head 

start on that true feeling of Christmas with a spec-

tacular extravaganza of musical tribute to this spe-

cial holiday season.  We may even have a little 

sing along to tune your vocal cords. Please make 

your reservations EARLY so we have an accurate 

number for dinner. Invite a friend to this very spe-

cial dinner of holiday entertainment. 

SHOUT OUTS this month go to: 

Joan Strom for the wagon and hay for the Veter-

ans Day Parade Float 

Bob Abney for his outstanding work as Wagon 

Master for our Veterans Day Float 

Allen Rossow for driving his MOAA decorated 

WWII vintage jeep as part of the Coronado Chap-

ter Entry 

Tom Hessler was recently elected as Vice Presi-

dent of the Arizona Veterans Hall of Fame Socie-

ty 

Stu Carter as a winner of Martha McSally Con-

gressional Veteran of Distinction Award 2016 

Norm Patten, Bob Gent and Tom Wisniewski for 

selection to the Canyon Vista Medical Center’s 

Veterans Wall of Fame 2016 

WOW WHAT A GREAT MONTH FOR MEM-

BERS OF OUR CHAPTER OF EXCELLANCE!! 

I look forward to see you at our next meeting and 

sharing a brief moment to celebrate your friend-

ship, the close of 2016, and to wish you a very 

Merry Christmas.  If you and your families had a 

GREAT Thanksgiving in the land of the FREE 

and the home of the BRAVE, it is because of vet-

erans like YOU! 

I want to leave you with a thought from Mark 

Twain:  “The two most important days of your life 

are the day you were born and the day you know 

WHY”.   Do YOU know WHY? 

 

Never Stop Serving, 

BOB 

LEGISLATIVE AFFAIRS                 (cont) 

 

 No new contracts could be let, for example, 

which is a nightmare for those involved in pro-

curement, among others. Second, it means the new 

Congress will have to do double duty. That is, 

they will have to finalize funding for the current 

year (FY17) at the same time their first priority is 

supposed to be building the normal appropriations 

bills for FY18. Tough duty for appropriations 

committees and leadership. Third, and potentially 

the most significant for members of the military 

community, it raises at least some risk the FY 

2017 Defense Authorization Bill process may be 

curtailed in some way. 

Work on the NDAA stalled in Congress because 

of the presidential election. But in early November 

the Pentagon asked for supplemental funds for 

military operations in Iraq and Afghanistan, and 

Sen. Tom Cotton called for the passage of a $26 

billion supplemental defense spending bill before 

the end of the year. 

 

And then on 21 November, twenty-one Republi-

can members of Congress, including every sub-

committee chairperson of the House Armed Ser-

vices Committee, signed a letter to House Speaker 

Paul Ryan urging him to pass the National De-

fense Authorization Act before the Congress is 

scheduled to adjourn for the holidays after 16 De-

cember. The letter, written by Rep. Joe Wilson 

who chairs the House Armed Services Subcom-

mittee on Emerging Threats and Capabilities, 

notes that "our nation currently faces more threats 

than at any point before in our history," and says 

the passage of the NDAA for Fiscal 2017 is criti-

cal to "restore readiness, reform military 

health care, extend counterterrorism authori-

ties, and provide needed pay raises for our 

troops."  
 

In closing for the year, be advised that as of 21 

November at 8AM the MFRF 2016 FUND 

CLOSED having reached its $1M donation cap. 

I believe this is the earliest time of the year that 

the cap has been reached since the fund was estab-

lished. If you missed out this year, remember do-

nations for 2017 begin on 1 January 2017. Have a 

Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year. 

http://news.afa.org/c/afa/anz32p2/lzr73
http://news.afa.org/c/afa/anz32p2/lzr62
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MOAA NEWS NOTES 

 

MOAA Alert 
 

New data shows commissary sales have declined for a 

fourth year, and there's reason to be concerned. 

It's not that commissaries require a certain sales vol-

ume to stay in business. It's that the effects of reduced 

commissary shopping may erode benefit programs in 

other areas. 

As much as 30 percent of the foot traffic at the mili-

tary exchanges is linked to commissary customers. A 

decrease in commissary customers means a decrease 

in exchange customers. 

A portion of exchange revenues are allocated to fund 

Morale, Welfare and Recreation (MWR) programs 

such as libraries, recreation centers, and child care 

centers. 

So any decrease in commissary traffic means less 

money for those programs. 

Four years of budget cuts have taken a toll on MWR 

programs. The Army had planned to cut $105 million 

for FY 2017. That decision was halted by Army Sec-

retary Eric Fanning. The Military Times recently re-

ported all services have underfunded a portion of their 

MWR programs. And families have noticed the im-

pact. 

One potential option to increase MWR revenues is to 

increase exchange revenue. 

Three years ago, the Army and Air Force Exchange 

Service (AAFES) suggested allowing honorably dis-

charged veterans online access to the exchanges 

through a program called the Veterans Online Shop-

ping Benefit. 

MOAA supports the program, which has been em-

braced by the veteran community, and AAFES has 

beefed up its infrastructure to handle the increased 

online traffic. 

But the new benefit has been held up in Pentagon bu-

reaucracy. 

NOTES from your Immediate 

Past President (IPP) and Pro-

grams Guru Tom Hessler 

COL (USA Ret) 

 

 

COL John Black (USA Ret) was 

inducted into the Arizona Veterans Hall of Fame on 

28 October.  Pictured here with John are Michele 

Reagan (Arizona Secretary of State) and Col Wanda 

Wright, USAF Ret (Director, Arizona Department 

of Veterans’ Services. 

Our Coronado chapter now has had 17 mem-

bers inducted.  They are: John Black (Class of 

2016), Duane Brofer (‘05), Earl Devine (‘10), Gene 

Fenstermacher (‘09), Tom Finnegan (‘08), Carroll 

Fyffe (‘03), Virginia Gannon (‘07), Terrie Gent 

(‘11), Gerd Grombacher (‘05), Hank Hauser (‘03), 

Tom Hessler (‘07), Casey Jones (‘11), George 

Kirmse (‘06), Gene Manring (‘08), Bob Strain (‘12), 

Bud Strom (‘13), and Ken Symmes (‘09). 

http://www.moaa.org/Content/Jump/ArmyHaltsMWR.aspx
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CHAPLAIN’S NOTES by 

COL   Tom Day, (USA,  Ret. )  

Chapter Chaplain 

The Christmas of 1990 was a 

very active day for me.  I was 

the Transportation Battalion 

Chaplain of 1,400 Soldiers in 

the Saudi Arabian desert.   I conducted two 

Christmas services, took 40 Catholic Soldiers on 

a bus to a midnight mass in a tent 30 miles away 

in the Saudi desert, and did seven mini-Christmas 

vignettes, one  for each of the safety briefings of 

the truck missions that went out that day.  In addi-

tion, about two weeks before I took four Jewish 

Soldiers to celebrate the Hanukkah Festival of 

Lights with a Jewish Chaplain a couple hours 

away out in the desert. 

Today, we have tens of thousands of military 

members deployed around the world, far from 

their families and selflessly serving our nation.  

The good news is that there are Chaplains of eve-

ry faith to assist them in celebrating very im-

portant religious holidays.  The bad news is they 

will be away from their families during a time of 

the year when we traditionally celebrate with 

family. 

I am sure all of you have spent more than one 

Christmas or Hanukkah separated from your fam-

ilies.  What is the most memorable one for you?  

For me it was that Christmas Day in Saudi Ara-

bia.  But one of the happiest Christmases without 

my family was when I was responsible for hook-

ing 70 orphans up with 70 Soldiers for the day in 

Korea.  I have never seen little kids eat so much!  

Then, they all stuffed a paper bag full of candy 

from the display in the Dining Facility.  I think 

the ones that enjoyed it the most were the unac-

companied Soldiers who saw the joy in the faces 

of the orphans and experienced their sincere ap-

preciation!  I know for my son and daughter that 

day was not as joyful, missing their dad and not 

being together.  I challenge you to remember the 

best holiday you had while keeping our deployed 

military and their families in your thoughts and 

prayers.  To each of you I wish you a Happy Ha-

nukkah and Merry Christmas! 

 President Covalucci w/ General Robertson 

“By the way General this is Number TEN” 

President Covalucci with Council President 

Perkins, Nicholas Knight and Jim Cullison 

 

A gang of nine .  Clean Sweep for Arizona 
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2016 DONORS (SCHOLARSHIP & OPNS 

   

  SUSTAINING LEVEL DONORS ($300)    

Kenneth Allison                Ron Beer                  

John Black                        Doris Caldwell                 

Tom Day                          Earl Devine               

Gene Fenstermacher         Harvey Haynes                 

Bill Hicks                         Bruce Judson                     

Ken Symmes 

 

          GOLD LEVEL DONORS ($200—$299)                          

William Breeding                Evan Guidroz    

Dennis Ehrenberger             Allen Rossow 

Sam Rumore                        Lori Wysong                   

 

   SILVER LEVEL DONORS ($100 —$199) 

Bob Abney                          Gary Bell                     

Robert Bobar                       Joe Britton              

Robert Covalucci                 Niles Courtney                    

Jack Dempsey                      David Dolge                                    

Joe Flynn                             Nancy Fyffe                         

Jane Gonseth                        Charles Hayes      

Lynn Hayes                        Patricia Holbrook (Jack)      

Frances Kosinski                  Cliff Letts                             

Marianne Newcomer            Cecil Nist                       

Ron Pflipsen                         Stephen Ponder                     

Donald Price                         Jack Powers                          

Joe Puett                               Alex Romero                        

James Rose                            Laris Russell                         

Steven Scheumann                Bernie Stalmann                    

Robert White          

            

            CHAPTER DONORS (up to  $100) 

Dick Ament                           Dennis Bachman            

Bill Bates                                Ray Bersano                            

David/ Wendy Breen              Harry Brown                           

Helen Cassidy                         Tom Fail                                  

JoAnn Gaffen                         T. K. Gillette                           

Deborah Godwin                    Kenneth Johnson  

Casey Jones                            Tom Kennedy                         

George Kirmse                        Ludwig Kuttner  

Robert Lee                              Gene Manring                         

Rick Mueller                         Donald Newcomer                  

Betty Olson                         Maureen Pryor                         

Ross Ramiro                            Ernest Reynolds                      

Bill Sherod                              Larry Singer                            

Joseph Sorenson                      Vaughn Hormann                   

Archie Woodin     

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 YOUR CHOICE OF TRICARE RETAIL 

PHARMACIES CHANGES         

DECEMBER 1, 2016 

 

Express Scripts will add Walgreens to the Tri-

care retail pharmacy network, CVS pharma-

cies will no longer be in the network. 

 

Please take action to begin transferring your 

prescription drugs to a Tricare network phar-

macy by December 1, 2016 to avoid paying 

full price. 

 
             What you need to know: 

Starting December 1sr CVS pharmacies including CVS 

pharmacies located within Target stores will leave the 

TRICARE pharmacy network.  If you fill a prescrip-

tion drug at CVS pharmacy after that date you will pay 

full retail price for your drugs.  Beginning December 1st 

you can fill your prescription drugs, including specialty 

drugs, at Walgreens or Kroger. 

 

CONVENIENT TO TRANSFER PRESCRIPTIONS: 

Take your prescription bottles to another network phar-

macy—just do one of the following: 

 Take your prescription bottles to the new phar-

macy.  The pharmacist will contact your old pharmacy. 

 Call the new pharmacy and have them get your 

prescription drug information from your old pharmacy. 

 Ask your doctor to send your prescription infor-

mation to the new pharmacy. 

 

PHARMACY OPTIONS: 

 Retail Pharmacies—Find retail pharmacies near 

you by visiting express-scripts.com/Tricare. 

 

MILITARY PHARMACIES:   Visit Tricare.mil/mtf for 

local military pharmacies. 

 

TRICARE PHARMACY HOME DELIVERY: 

Next to your military pharmacy, Home Delivery is the 

best option for filling maintenance drugs and you may 

save money.  Visit express-scripts.com/Tricare or call 

855-778-1417 to get help to transfer prescriptions 

 

(Information courtesy of Express Scripts 
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Salute to all Veterans President Covalucci Riding High 

 Hail, Hail, the gang‘s all here Col. Rossow prepares his WWII jeep for the pa-

rade 

Wagonmaster Col Bob Abney surveys the prep-

arations  

Director Jan Cole adds flags to the float 
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TRANSITION LIAISON

( Formerly TOPS):by CW3 

Harry Bowen, USA Ret, Di-

rector for TOPS/ESGR  

Jobs: 

During this past report period, 

new employment opportunities 

were down.  we were able to 

identify and post 25  new job 

opportunities; 2 within Cochise County (Sierra Vista

-2) and 23 external to Cochise (Scottsdale-3, Phoe-

nix-11, , Chandler-1, Tempe-2, Gilbert-1, Grand 

Canyton-1, Flagstaff-1, Prescott-1, Glendale-1, and 

Yuma-1). In addition, two multiple position an-

nouncements were identified and posted for Mesa.   

 

I should point out that several positions remain open 

from last month in Cochise County. 

Expos/Career Fairs: 

During this period, there were 5 expos/job fairs,1  

job far in Santa Cruz, 2 in Tucson, and 1 in chandler, 

and 1 at Fort Huachuca.   

The third annual Community Summit for Military 

Veterans will be hosted at the University of Arizona 

on 2 December, from 08:30 until 13:00 at 1303 E. 

University Boulevard in Tucson.  For more infor-

mation, see the attached flyer. 

Employer Support to the Guard and Reserves 

(ESGR): 

Was able to make two Patriot Awards to two super-

visors with the Human Intelligence Training Branch 

of the Joint Center of Excellence during this report 

period).  One of them was the site manager for the 

training facility in Tucson and the second one was 

within the J1 at the center at Fort Huachuca. 

Cochise Serving Veterans (CSV) and the forth-

coming Resource Fair: 

The CSV will host another Resource Fair on 19 Au-

gust 2017.  The CSV has started identifying the 

management team for the fair early so as to try and 

make the event even more rewarding to all needy 

veterans. 

Veterans Wall of Fame: 

The ceremony for the Wall of fame was held on 11 

November with 12 awardees from last year being 

retired and 12 new inductees being presented.  The 

ceremony was very well received to include three of 

our members being recipients. 

 (cont on right) 

TRANSITION NOTES (cont) 

 

The awardees were: 

SFC R William Bess JR  LTC R James Chambers 

CPT R James Coan        COL R Bob Gent              

Mr. Bill Hess          LCPL David Lambert 

LTC R Norman Patten     CW2 R Tom Reardon    

SFC R Thomas P. Stoney  CMSG R Hal Thomas       

LTC R Janis Wheat          CW4 R Tom Wisniewski 

VETERANS DIRECTORY 

 For veterans looking for information there 

is a website full of information  pertaining 

to veterans.  Log onto 

www.veteransdirectory.org  and see what is 

available. 
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          CHAPTER MEMBERSHIP 

 

Regular Members           179 

 Associate Members            6         

Auxiliary                            23 

                                        ———— 

                              Total    208 

PERSONAL AFFAIRS by  

Terrie Gent, COL, USAF, 

Ret. 

 

  Consumer Action Handbook 

 

MOAA member, Tom 

Wisniewski, has spent count-

less hours, in both Oregon 

and Arizona, doing volunteer work to assist con-

sumers with a variety of fraud and related con-

sumer issues.  He is a big fan of a great free pub-

lication, the 138-page Consumer Action Hand-

book, put out by the US Government, General 

Services Administration.  Here's the website 

where you can leaf through this book or down-

load a free copy https://publications.usa.gov/

USAPubs.php?PubID=5131.  If you want to order 

a free copy, you can do that online or use snail 

mail to write to: Consumer Action Handbook, 

Pueblo CO 81009.  You can order up to five cop-

ies in a single order.  Tom likes to get extras to 

have on hand to help others.    

Many of us will probably avoid significant con-

sumer issues, but from time to time things just go 

wrong and efforts to get the problem resolved 

easily are futile.  We have fellow military mem-

bers, friends, family members, and coworkers 

who might not know where to turn if efforts to 

get a solution are not working.  Those entitled to 

use the base legal office might find it a good 

starting place.  But not all those who we know 

can do this.  So it's a good idea to know about this 

resource to help others.  If nothing else, it's a 

good starting place and the many contacts listed 

may point you to other resources as well.  

 The Consumer Action Handbook covers a long 

list of subjects that I can't include here, but some 

that may interest our readers are automobiles, 

banking, credit, employment, housing, insurance, 

investing, privacy and ID theft, telecommunica-

tions and unsolicited mail.  It also includes key 

resources for military members and senior citi-

zens.   

(cont on right) 

PERSONAL AFFAIRS (cont) 

You can use the handbook to get help with 

consumer purchases, problems and com-

plaints. Even more important, you can find 

consumer contacts at hundreds of companies 

and trade associations, Better Business Bu-

reaus, national consumer organizations as 

well as local, state, and federal government 

agencies, including those who deal with con-

sumer fraud.  The handbook even contains 

sample complaint letters and gives you tips on 

what to include if you do have to send such a 

letter.  I rummaged through the list of contacts 

in the Consumer Assistance Directory and I 

was very impressed.   
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THANK YOU LETTER TO JOAN STROM FOR HER SUPPORT FOR THE 

VETERANS PARADE 
 
 

November 11, 2016 

Ms. Joan Strom 

7488 E. Hwy 92 

Hereford, AZ  85615 

 

Dear Joan, 

 

Thank you for supporting our MOAA Veterans Day float with the loan of the Single 

Star Ranch trailer, straw bales, bunting and flags.  The parade was another special event 

in recognition of Sierra Vista Veterans. Our float was a success thanks to the bunting 

and flag decorations you provided and it sure looked good in the Herald.  We had 

twelve riders and everyone had a great time. 

 

Bob Abney said Theresa and the ranch crew already had the hay loaded on the trailer 

along with the decoration box and it was ready to go when they arrived for pickup.  

That made things especially easy.  Theresa is great to work with and we really appreci-

ate her help each year.  Give her a SHOUT OUT from the Coronado Chapter! 

 

In recognition of your continuing support to our chapter and our veterans’ community, I 

am inviting you as my personal guest to the next dinner meeting that you can attend.  I 

look forward to see you very soon. 

 

 

Warmest regards, 

 

 

 

Col Robert J Covalucci, USA Ret 

Coronado Chapter, President 
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FROM THE CHAPTER HISTORIAN  

                        By LTC Tom  Fail, USA,  (Ret)  
 

      Two Pipe Organs 
Organ one – historical. 
John Wanamaker, born in Philadelphia in 1838, was unable to join the U.S. Army during the American Civil 

War because of a persistent cough. Having been rejected from war duty, he ventured into business with his 

brother-in-law, Nathan Brown. In 1861, they founded a men's clothing store in Philadelphia called Oak Hall. 
Wanamaker carried on the business alone after Brown's death in 1868.   He founded the John Wanamaker and 

Company and began to expand the business adding women's clothing and dry goods as well. This was Phila-

delphia's first modern-day department store, and one of the earliest founded in America.  
In 1910, Wanamaker constructed a new, purpose-built structure in Center City Philadelphia. The new store, 

built in the Florentine style with granite walls, had 12 floors (9 for retail), numerous galleries and two lower 

levels totaling nearly two million square feet. Wanamaker purchased the pipe organ which had been built for 

the St. Lous World’s Fair and it became known as the Wanamaker Organ.  It took thirteen freight cars to 
move it to its new home, and two years for installation   The organ was installed in the store's marble-clad 

central atrium known as the Grand Court. The store was dedicated by President William Howard Taft on De-

cember 13, 1911. 
The organ still stands in place in the store today, and is the largest operational pipe organ in the world, with 

some 28,000 pipes. It is famed for the delicate, orchestra-like beauty of its tone as well as its incredible power.  

Free recitals are still held twice every day except Sunday, and visitors are invited to tour the organ's console 

area and meet with staff after recitals.  Once a year, usually in June, "Wanamaker Organ Day" is held, which 
is a free recital lasting most of the day. Peter Richard Conte has been the organist since 1989 although there 

are assistant organists. 

Since John’s death in 1922 the store has been sold and resold.  In August 2006 the store became Macy’s – still 
the current owner.  The artistic obligation entailed by the creation of the organ has always been honored, with 

two curators employed in its constant and scrupulous care. The organ, with its regular program of concerts 

and recitals, was maintained by Wanamaker's throughout the chain's history, even as the company's financial 
fortunes waned. This level of dedication was maintained when corporate parentage shifted from the 

Wanamaker family to Carter Hawley Hale Stores followed by Woodward & Lothrop, Lord & Taylor, and fi-

nally to Macy's. 

Note: To hear the organ as it accompanies a ‘flash mob’ singing a song familiar for this time of year, recom-
mend you log on to Opera Company of Philadelphia "Hallelujah!" Random Act of Culture. 

Organ two contemporary. 

If ever a man was born to be the organist at a great church, it had to be Tom Alderman. When his family 
would take him to church at age 3 or 4, he remembers coming home and taking out his toy piano in his room 

to pick out the hymns that were sung that morning.  “I would line up all my stuffed animals to be the congre-

gation, just as if I were in church. Then I would ask my parents to come in my room to be the choir and sing 
the hymns as I played. Then my parents heard I was actually playing the notes of the hymns. Soon after that, I 

started getting music lessons,” Alderman said.  When he was about 7 he and his parents went to visit an Aunt.  

In the floor above where she lived was a friend who had an organ.  Tom asked to play the organ but the friend 

kept delaying him the opportunity.  Finally the visit was over without him getting to play. About 10 years ago 
an old organ, handed down through the years, was offered to Tom’s church which didn’t want it, so Tom took 

it home to restore it.  Inside he found an envelope with the organ’s provenance proving it was the organ he 

had not been allowed to play. 

Tom has served as organist and Music Associate at the Roswell Georgia United Methodist Church since 1987 
and played a major role in the drawing up of the tonal specifications of the Church’s 94-rank Möller pipe or-

gan installed in 1989  It is, of course, much smaller than the Wanamaker Organ having only 5,300 pipes.  The 

organ is controlled from a massive console of five manuals. 

At 9:00 AM (8:00 AM during DST) on Sunday mornings, you may see, and listen to the organ by logging on 

to rumc.com/live.  Incidentally, Chae and I will be there Christmas morning though the time may be different. 

 

 

 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/John_Wanamaker
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/John_Wanamaker
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/U.S._Army
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/American_Civil_War
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/American_Civil_War
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Dry_goods
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Rail_freight_transport
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/President_of_the_United_States
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/William_Howard_Taft
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Curator
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Carter_Hawley_Hale_Stores
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Woodward_%26_Lothrop
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Lord_%26_Taylor
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Macy%27s
http://www.godtube.com/watch/?v=76LLGGNX
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THURSDAY DECEMBER 15,  2016 DINNER RESERVATION FORM 

 
                             Pueblo Del Sol Country Club,  2770 South St Andrews Drive,   Sierra Vista                                                                 

    Social Hour 1800  —  Dinner 1830 

 

 My Name___________________________      Guest Name(s)_______________________ 

 

 Check Information 

 Amount for meal @ $25 each _____________       

 Amount for Operating Fund ______________            

 Amount for Scholarship Fund _____________    

                   Check total ____________________________          

RESERVATIONS MUST BE POSTMARKED by December 5,  2016 

(result of post office mail handling changes) 

Make check payable to Coronado Chapter, MOAA and mail to:  Reservations, Coronado Chapter, MOAA ,  P. 

O. Box 1685, Sierra Vista, AZ.  85636-1685 (Note on envelope “Dinner Reservation” ) 

 

Please  change the following information for me:  Address ___________________________________ 

 Phone:  ______________________      Email:  _____________________________ 

  (We are collecting non-perishable items for the Post Chaplain’s Food Bank at our dinner meetings thru January) 

 

           Contact person for reservations is Tom Hessler, phone 459-0093, email: tjhessler@cox.net 

      

                             Please complete in black or blue black ink                             
                    CORONADO CHAPTER 

 

 

For  Membership questions, Contact LTC (Ret) George Kirmse, 378-2670, kirmsegm@cox.net 

 

                                    2017 CHAPTER MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION /RENEWAL 

Last Name __________________ First ________________ Initial _________ Rank __________ 

 

Spouse Full  Name _________________________       National MOAA Number _______________ Life Member  Y/N 

 

Street Address ____________________________ City _______________ State ______ Zip _________  

 

Home Phone Number _______________ Work Phone Number ________________________ 

  

Please circle as appropriate: ARMY---AIR FORCE---NAVY---MARINE CORPS---COAST GUARD---NOAA---

PUBLIC HEALTH SERVICE  

Please circle all that apply: REGULAR--- RESERVE--- NATIONAL GUARD--- FORMER OFFICER---ACTIVE--- 

RETIRED---  

MALE___ FEMALE___ Surviving Spouse________ 

Member Date of Birth: MM ___ / DD ____ / YYYY ____ Spouse Date of Birth: MM ___ /DD ____ / YYYY ____  

EMAIL ADDRESS ____________________________________________  

Membership is (Reg) $ 15.00; (SS) is $ 10.00.  First year FREE to NEW Members 

Mail to: Coronado Chapter, MOAA  

PO Box 1685  

Sierra Vista, AZ 85636-1685  

mailto:kirmsegm@cox.net

