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FUTURE MEETING DATES
BOD MEETING 11:30 October 19, 2016

LANDMARK CAFÉ
Dinner Meeting October 20, 2016
Pueblo Del Sol Country Club
2770 South St Andrews Drive
Social Hour —- 1800 Dinner— 1830
MENU: Romaine Lettuce/cucumbers/
onions, water chestnuts/Dill Vinaigrette
Fresh Salmon wrapped in French
pastry
White Cheddar Mashed Potatoes
Chef’s Vegetables
Chocolate Cake
Rolls, Butter
Ice Tea, coffee, water
PROGRAM: LTC Edgar Arroyo, Commander, Raymond W. Bliss Army Health
Center : Positive Changes in Retiree Services

BOD MEETING 11:30 Nov 16, 2016

LANDMARK CAFÉ
Dinner Meeting Nov 17, 2016
Pueblo Del Sol Country Club
2770 South St Andrews Drive
Social Hour —- 1800 Dinner— 1830
MENU: Field Greens topped w/raisins,
Bleu cheese, Raspberry vinaigrette
Chicken Cordon Bleu/ white wine
crème sauce
Roasted Red Potatoes
Chef’s vegetables
Pumpkin Mousse
Rolls, Butter
Iced Tea, Coffee, Water
PROGRAM: Mr Dan Standage, Director
of Disability in Education: Student Veteran Cultural Competency
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CORONADO CHAPTER NEWSLETTER
WWW.MOAACORONADO.ORG
This is the official electronic monthly newsletter of the Coronado Chapter, MOAA, and may be duplicated in part or in its entirety
provided written credit is given to the Heliogram. The opinions expressed herein and advertisements that appear are those of the contributors and do not necessarily reflect an endorsement by MOAA or this affiliate.

PRESIDENT’S NOTES by
President Bob Covalucci, COL,
USA (Ret.)

VETERANS LEGISLATIVE
AFFAIRS by Gene Fenstermacher, Col, USAF (Ret)

For those of you who were able to
attend our September dinner
meeting you know that Jeffery
Jennings, the Deputy to the Commanding General, MG Scott Berrier, gave us a first
class run down on Fort Huachuca and its strategic value to the Department of Defense. When I said he was
the “designated hitter” he proved it by hitting a home
run for us! Jeff thank you for a GREAT presentation!
We are planning for the entry of a float in the Veterans
Day Parade down Fry Boulevard on 11November2016. If you have never ridden on a float in a parade and it is on your “bucket list” here is your chance
to fulfill a dream. Just let Tom Hessler or I know that
you want to participate and we will make it happen for
YOU!!!!
I attended the POW/MIA recognition ceremony on
Brown Parade Field on 16September2016. It was a
very inspirational occasion and the new Garrison
Commander, Colonel Wright provided very moving
remarks on the incredible efforts made by our county
to insure no man is left behind!
As the flag states, “You Are Not Forgotten”.
A chapter member asked, “If you are a Life Member
of MOAA National do you have to pay chapter dues?”
Here is the answer. Membership in National MOAA is
separate from membership in a Chapter. Unlike many
other organizations, MOAA Chapters are "affiliate"
chapters not "subordinate" chapters. However, both
National MOAA and therefore local Chapters strongly
request that you maintain membership in both. Now
you know the rest of the story!
Just a reminder we are still looking for motivated
members to fill vacant positions for Webmaster, 1st
Vice President, and Heliogram Editor
(cont on Page 4)

The Consumer Price
Index (CPI) - is scheduled to
be released on 18 October to be
used to determine whether there
will be Cost of Living Adjustment (COLA) for 2017 after not having one the past
two years.
SBP/DIC Offset and Social Security Indemnity Allowance (SSIA), are still issues on the legislative
table. And the Senate Defense Authorization Bill
would phase in substantial increases in Tricare fees
for retirees under 65 years old and roughly double
pharmacy copayments over nine years. The House
bill would impose increases for future entrants
but would mostly grandfather current fee levels for
currently serving and retired beneficiaries.
And if the National Defense Authorization Act isn’t
passed by 30 September, it will probably result in a
continuing resolution, a stop-gap measure that will
fund the government for the first few months of the
new fiscal year. Sound familiar?

On the brighter side:
Let’s look at the Military Family Relief Fund
(MFRF).
Donations to the MFRF were at $434,398.22 as of
this writing, over twice what it was on 1 Sept 2015.
So we appear to be approaching the $1,000,000 annual cap on donations much faster this year, but
there is still time to make your ‘donation’ as an Arizona Tax Credit (AZ Tax Form 340 - up to $200/
individual or $400/couple).
(cont on page )
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PRESIDENT’S NOTES (cont)

LEGISLATIVE AFFAIRS

We had two new members join us for dinner In
September. A BIG Coronado Chapter welcome to
Ken Johnson and Merle Kilpatrick. We all look
forward to see you at future dinners.
Another sad note to announce! Regretfully, I must
announce the loss of Jane Gonseth. Jane’s presence will be missed by our membership and our
community.
LTC Edgar Arroyo, Commander of Raymond W.
Bliss Army Health Center, our guest speaker in
October, is drumming up business among the military retirees within our community. Do not miss
his presentation!!!!!!!!!
And finally, a SHOUT OUT TO CHUCK AND
SUSETTE HAYES for donating their 50/50 raffle
winnings to the Chapter Scholarship Fund!!!!!!!!

However, that ‘donation’ must be received by 31
Dec 2016 to be credited to your 2016 AZ Tax Return, so don’t hold off too long. And remember,
that ‘donation’ costs you nothing if you have an
Arizona Tax obligation of that amount or more.
The amount of the contributions are credited to
your tax obligation or is refunded to you after you
file your Tax Return if you have prepaid your estimated tax or have withholdings that cover your
expected obligation.

BOB

LEGISLATIVE AFFAIRS (contd)
_________________________________
“Military Family Relief Fund”
Yes I would like to make a monetary contribution to MFRF:
Name: ____________________________
SS# (last 4 digits only):____ ___
Telephone: ______________
Street Address: __________________________
City: _____________ State: __ ZIP: _________
Email:_________________________________
MFRF Tax Credit applicable Amount (check
one):
[ ] $200 [ ] $400
_______________________________________
Please mail your donation check along with this
completed form to:
MFRF
c/o Arizona Department of Veterans’ Services
3839 N. 3rd St., Ste. 209
Phoenix, AZ 85012

(cont)

And also remember, this MFRF Tax Credit can be
taken in addition to other Tax Credit donations
such as to “Qualifying Charitable Organizations“
that you may want to support such as the Cochise
Family Advocacy Center (Lori’s Place), Good
Neighbor Alliance, etc. (collectively adding up to
a total of $400 per couple); “Credit for Contributions Made or fees paid to one or more Public
Schools” (up to a total of $400 per couple); and
“Credit for Contributions to Private School Tuition Organizations” (up to $1090 per couple in
2016), etc. as long as the total amount of all of
your Tax Credit donations do not exceed your total 2016 AZ Tax obligation.
To make a donation, they need your name and
address (for mailing your donation receipt) and
your Social Security Number or the last four digits
(for tax credit reporting purposes).
To download a MFRF Donation Form, click on or
copy and paste the following link in your browser:
http://dvs.az.gov/sites/default/files/documents/
files/MFRF-2016-Donation-Form_0.pdf and possibly scroll down and click on: “MFRF 2016 Donation Form” next to “Arizona Department of Veterans -” depending on how your browser handles it.
Or cut out, or make a facsimile of the donation
form below. Fill it out and mail to the address on
the form with your check made out to:
(continued on the left)
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TIP OF THE HAT
… to the Coronado (Ariz.) Chapter for awarding nine
scholarships to local graduating high school seniors.
We hear the recipients all had high academic standards, were active in a number of school activities,
worked at various jobs, and were outstanding citizens
in their communities. Good work! (Courtesy of Military Officer Magazine)

Mr. Jeffrey Jennings, deputy to the Commanding General, MG Scott Berrier, speaks at
out September dinner meeting. He discussed
Fort Huachuca, it history, its present mission,
and its importance to the overall military mis-

Chapter dinner attendees pay close attention to the
presentation by Mr. Jeffrey Jennings

Chapter President Covalucci congratulates Mr.
Jennings for his interesting and insightful
presentation.
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NOTES from your
Immediate Past President (IPP)
and Programs Guru
Tom Hessler
COL (USA Ret)
Generals seldom have any real control of their schedules. So it was with MG Scott Berrier, the CG of the US Army Intelligence Center of Excellence & Fort Huachuca. Due to TDY, Mr. Jeff Jennings, Deputy to the CG, filled in with a great presentation at our September dinner.
Our October program will feature LTC Edgar
Arroyo and his team with an update on the Raymond
W. Bliss Health Center. There have been significant
changes recently, including an invitation for veterans
that don’t presently utilize the Health Center to consider “coming back”.
In November we will hear from Mr. Dan
Standage who will brief the Student Veterans of America. Cochise College in Sierra Vista has a chapter.

NOTES from your IPP (cont)
Rounding out the year, and following a
longstanding tradition, we will again be treated
to the melodies of the Sierra Vista Community
Chorus in December.
Look for the ballot in this issue of the
Heliogram which contains the Nominating
Committee’s slate for new terms starting in
January. You will note that we have no nominee for the 1st VP position. So feel free to put
your own name down. Your ballot may be sent
in with your next dinner reservation, mailed
separately, or brought to the November dinner.
Additional nominations may be made at that
dinner, followed by a count and declaration of
winners.

Tom

Coronado Chapter MOAA Annual Election of New Officers and Directors for 2017
Voting by written secret ballot will be conducted at the 17 Nov 16 Membership Meeting.
Ballot: Coronado Chapter MOAA 2017 Elections
Vote for a candidate or write in a candidate of your choice for each of the following positions.
All are two-year terms with the exceptions noted below.
Position
1st V.P.
(*)
Director, JROTC
(i)
Director, Personal Affairs
(i)
Director, Publicity
Director, Transition Liaison Coord.
(i) = incumbent

Nominee
Write-in
Open
_______________________________
Joe Britton
_______________________________
Terrie Gent
_______________________________
Norm Patten _______________________________
(i) Harry Bowen _______________________________

(*) = 1-year term

Deadline for receipt of ballots will be the beginning of the 17 Nov 16 Annual Membership Meeting. Ballots may be sent to Coronado Chapter MOAA, Box 1685, Attn: Elections, Sierra Vista, AZ
85636-1685 or brought to the meeting.
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TRANSITION LIAISON( Formerly TOPS):by CW3 Harry
Bowen, USA Ret, Director for
TOPS/ESGR

General Comment:
David Briggs, the webmaster for the
Transition Liaison Team is currently
residing in Huntsville, Alabama for
an undisclosed period of time. He continues to support
the program while there; however, time between finding
and validating an opportunity or locating a job fair is taking an additional day to upload. So, I ask that everyone
be patient and we will continue to provide this support but
possibly at a slightly slower rate.
Jobs:
During this report period, we have been able to identify
and post 34 new job opportunities; 10 within Cochise
County (
Ft Huachuca-5, Sierra Vista-3, Bisbee-1, Douglas-1) and
24 external to Cochise (Scottsdale-4, Phoenix-10, Chandler-6, Glendale-1, Tempe-1, and Flagstaff-2).
Expos/Career Fairs:
No new job fairs were announced during this 30-day period.
Employer Support to the Guard and Reserves
(ESGR):
I received a Patriot Award for the HT-JCOE but will not
be able to present this award until they have their quarterly awards ceremony in October.
The ESGR has continued to identify paid positions to be
eliminated and turned over to volunteer activities. Exactly how this is going to be orchestrated in unknown at this
time. I will be participating in a training session on 8 October at which time we should be provided more insight.
This is especially important to Southern Arizona since
two of the three positions go away at the end of October
with the Program Manager (Bruce Hamilton) and the Administrative Support Technician (Krista Titus) positions
being unfunded.
Further information will be provided in the coming
months as this transition progresses and issues are resolved.

TRANSITION NOTES (cont)
Cochise Serving Veterans (CSV) and the Resource Fair:
Update on last month’s report:
The Cochise Serving Veterans Resource Fair
was conducted on 19 August 2016, from 0900
to 1400 hours, at the Rothery Educational Center, located at 3335 E. Fry Boulevard in Sierra
Vista. This fair, similar to the last 2 years, was
devoted to helping veterans on the brink of becoming homeless and less so for the homeless.
82 veterans and families attended and obtained
assistance from 56 providers and 11 recruiters.
The veteran population consisted on 1 male
homeless veteran, 1 female homeless veteran,
and 80 veterans needing assistance.
The CSV will be working on getting the definition for the resource fair changed as the 2
homeless veterans were not able to be placed in
housing, 1 because he had moved, temporarily,
in with his sister until he could get a place of his
own. This translated to the definition that he
was not homeless on the date of the fair so
therefore he did not qualify for housing. The
second one, the female veteran did not qualify
under the definition of homeless as she was a
National Guard and not a veteran of the reserves or active duty. Other support was provided them by other providers so that they were
helped but the situation did not help their emotional well-being in the least.
Seventy two providers were registered to
help.us support the event; however, four (4) of
the providers were unable to participate as was
one (1) of the recruiters.
The remaining 80 were in need of assistance in
other areas. Those services included social security, mental health, substance abuse, social
and community assistance, legal services, housing, vision screening, medical and dental, child
care services, and counseling. In addition, 30
veterans visited the job fair and nine (9) of them
were hired that day.
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PERSONAL AFFAIRS by
Terrie Gent, COL, USAF,
Ret.
The DAV has moved into
beautiful new offices at the
also new Downtown Campus
of Cochise College. The
good folks at DAV were kind
enough to send me the following information so we could bring you up to date
about how these new facilities came into being and
where they are located.
After 60 years of service to the Veterans in
Sierra Vista and Cochise County, DAV Fry Chapter
14 moved into their new home on September 6th,
2016. This effort was the culmination of nearly two
years of work spanning three DAV Commanders as
well as significant contributions from both the Legacy Foundation of Southeast Arizona and Cochise
College.
Addressing a crowd of nearly 50 people
gathered for the DAV's ribbon cutting ceremony on
6 September, Chapter Commander Glenn Hohman
acknowledged these efforts, "Their [Legacy Foundation of Southeast Arizona} vision for this community, and specifically this space, repurposed an
aging building and simultaneously breathed renewed life into the center of this city." Hohman also
acknowledged Cochise College's contributions,
"The college has bent over backwards to pick up
where the Legacy Foundation's kind efforts ended."
At the time the building and land was donated to
Cochise College, the Legacy Foundation made sure
there would be space for the DAV for many years.
Cochise College then incorporated the DAV into
their overall plan as an organic element, ensuring
that the DAV space was one of the first ready for
occupation.
In the move, the DAV gains a state of the art
office facility of more than 1700 square feet that
replaces their previous location just outside of the
Buffalo Soldier Gate of Fort Huachuca. With only
two tiny offices and roughly 230 square feet, the
DAV had been operating for years through the use
of creative scheduling and hot-seating to maximize
their space. (cont on right)

PERSONAL AFFAIRS (cont)
Even then, the chapter had to borrow
space around the city for their chapter meetings
and some of their programs like the Christmas
Project which provides a basic Christmas to more
than 75 homeless, at-risk and low income Veterans, their spouses and children. Now, with the
efforts of the Legacy Foundation and the College,
the DAV is centrally located with other Community Services and ultimately allows the DAV to
operate under one roof.
The DAV has been blessed through the
years with amazing volunteers that have helped
Veterans access a wide range of their earned
benefits. However, with this increase in space,
additional volunteers will allow the DAV to expand their services to reach more Veterans, their
spouses and children. Should you wish to discuss the volunteer opportunities, please contact
the chapter at davsv14@gmail.com for further
details. Their Service Officers are standing by to
assist Veterans with access to their VA benefits
from Monday - Friday (excluding holidays)
from Noon to 4 p.m. They are located on the EI
Camino Real side of the College's Downtown
Center located at 2600 E Wilcox Drive,
Suite H104.

8

2016 DONORS (SCHOLARSHIP & OPNS
SUSTAINING LEVEL DONORS ($300)
Kenneth Allison
Ron Beer
John Black
Doris Caldwell
Tom Day
Earl Devine
Gene Fenstermacher
Harvey Haynes
Bill Hicks
Bruce Judson
Ken Symmes
GOLD LEVEL DONORS ($200—$299)
William Breeding
Evan Guidroz
SILVER LEVEL DONORS ($100 —$199)
Bob Abney
Gary Bell
Robert Bobar
Joe Britton
Robert Covalucci
Niles Courtney
David Dolge
Dennis Ehrenberger
Joe Flynn
Nancy Fyffe
Jane Gonseth
Charles Hayes
Lynn Hayes
Patricia Holbrook (Jack)
Frances Kosinski
Cliff Letts
Cecil Nist
Ron Pflipsen
Stephen Ponder
Donald Price
Jack Powers
Joe Puett
Alex Romero
James Rose
Allen Rossow
Sam Rumore
Laris Russell
Steven Scheumann
Bernie Stalmann
Robert White
Lori Wysong
CHAPTER DONORS (up to $100)
Dick Ament
Dennis Bachman
Bill Bates
Ray Bersano
David/ Wendy Breen
Harry Brown
Helen Cassidy
Tom Fail
JoAnn Gaffen
T. K. Gillette
Deborah Godwin
Kenneth Johnson
Casey Jones
Tom Kennedy
George Kirmse
Ludwig Kuttner
Gene Manring
Rick Mueller
Donald Newcomer
Mariane NewcomerBetty Olson
Maureen Pryor
Ross Ramiro
Ernest Reynolds
Bill Sherod
Larry Singer
Joseph Sorenson
Vaughn Hormann
Archie Woodin

CHAPLAIN’S NOTES by
COL Tom Day, (USA, Ret)
Chapter Chaplain

This year there are some changes
to the programs the Fort Huachuca Chaplain's Office spearheads
each fall for our Soldiers and
their families. First, Thanksgiving & Giving Tree
Operation Helping Hands. They plan to give a Commissary card to each Military Family that qualifies.
There is no plan at this time to also give turkeys to
each family, as in prior years. You can help with the
Thanksgiving and Giving Tree programs by donating
to the Fort Huachuca Consolidated Tithes and Offering Chaplain's Fund (CTOF), designating it to Operation Helping Hands. Their goal is to give the
Thanksgiving cards out to designated Military Families on the 16th of November. You can give your
donations to the Chapel Funds Clerk, or the Chaplain's Fund Manager at the Garrison Chaplain's Office.
Second, the Giving Tree Program. This year there
will not be any Angel Trees with tags that show the
ages, sizes and gender of needy children. The Fort
Huachuca Chaplain's Office will collect that information from the units, make the purchases, and bag
and tag the gifts so that the appropriate family receives the correct gifts. You can help by donating to
the CTOF, designating it for Operation Helping
Hands: the Giving Tree Program, and by volunteering to help bag and tag the presents, probably after
Thanksgiving. They really need volunteers so call
Morgana Biddix at 520-533-4748 to find out when
they can use you!
They continue to collect food items for the Chaplain's
Food Closet. Our MOAA President Bob Covalucci
encouraged people at the end of our last meeting to
bring non-perishable food items, and newborn/infant
diapers, sugar and flour (in 5lb bags), to the October,
November and December MOAA Suppers.
Thank you for all you do for our military and their
families. I arrived in Ohio today to be the Chaplain
for Thistledowns for a month, so have a great October and God Bless you! And their off. . .!
CHAPTER MEMBERSHIP
Regular Members
Associate Members
Auxiliary

178
6
24

9

THURSDAY, OCTOBER 20, 2016 DINNER RESERVATION FORM
Pueblo Del Sol Country Club, 2770 South St Andrews Drive, Sierra Vista
Social Hour 1800 — Dinner 1830
My Name___________________________

Guest Name(s)_______________________

Check Information
Amount for meal @ $25 each _____________
Amount for Operating Fund ______________
Amount for Scholarship Fund _____________
Check total ____________________________

RESERVATIONS MUST BE POSTMARKED by October 12, 2016
(result of post office mail handling changes)
Make check payable to Coronado Chapter, MOAA and mail to: Reservations, Coronado Chapter, MOAA , P.
O. Box 1685, Sierra Vista, AZ. 85636-1685 (Note on envelope “Dinner Reservation” )
Please change the following information for me: Address ___________________________________
Phone: ______________________ Email: _____________________________
Contact person for reservations is Tom Hessler, phone 459-0093, email: tjhessler@cox.net

CORONADO CHAPTER
2017 CHAPTER RENEWAL MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION
Rank _____________ Last Name _____________________ First ________________ Initial

_________

Spouse’s First Name______________________ National MOAA Number _______________
Street Address __________________ City ___________ State ______ Zip _________
Home Phone Number _______________ Work Phone Number ________________________
Please circle as appropriate: ARMY---AIR FORCE---NAVY---MARINE CORPS---COAST GUARD---NOAA---PUBLIC HEALTH SERVICE
Please circle all that apply: REGULAR--- RESERVE--- NATIONAL GUARD--- FORMER OFFICER---ACTIVE--- RETIRED--MALE___ FEMALE___ WIDOW____ WIDOWER ___
Member Date of Birth: MM ___ / DD ____ / YYYY ____ Spouse Date of Birth: MM ___ /DD ____ / YYYY ____
EMAIL ADDRESS

____________________________________________
I am currently a member in good standing with MOAA._____,
Renewal Membership is (Reg) $ 15.00; (Aux) is $ 10.00

Mail to:

Coronado Chapter, MOAA

PO Box 1685
Sierra Vista, AZ 85636-1685
Signature and Date ______________________________
For further Membership questions, contact LTC George Kirmse, 378-2670, email : kirmsegm@cox.net
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